
Portland Area Service Committee
Meeting of Narcotics Anonymous

17200 SE Stark Street
Portland, OR

December 22, 2007

The Chair called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.  The meeting opened with a 
moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer for those who cared to join in.  

The Twelve Traditions were read by Anne
The Twelve Concepts were read by Bill
The 4th Concept was read by Tammy
The Dedication to Service was read by Deborah

Roll Call of Officers
13 were present.

Roll Call of Groups
26 answered roll call.  A total number of 30 groups checked in during the meeting.

Quorum
Quorum is established at 12.

New GSRs
Sam – Find the Way
Chris. – What’s Really Going On
Benny – Harold St. Blues
William – Step into the Future
Rudy – Rockwood Nooner

Secretary’s Report
Linda from One Promise, Many Gifts, made a motion to suspend the reading of the 
minutes.  It was seconded by Doin’ Life.  Minutes were accepted without 
amendments.
Michele, PASC Secretary, asked for everyone’s continued help in keeping her 
contact list up-to-date.  She can be reached at mvowell503@msn.com.  

Treasurer’s Report
Ron, PASC Treasurer, said that the PASC came out a bit short last month.  This is 
the first time in over a year that donations were under expenses.  We’ve been doing 
great, but we have to stay focused.  Ron asked groups to keep up the good work.  

The PASC is sending out a budget for next year.  The numbers that you’ll want to 
look at are anticipated donations versus expenditures.  This year, the budget is going 
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to be higher because we have bylaws that say the subcommittees can spend more. 
The proposed budget is over what we will actually spend, he explained.
See attached budget and treasurer’s report.

Vice Chair Report – Wayne C.
Wayne, PASC Chair, said that in response to the groups voting to add all meetings in 
the metropolitan area to the Portland Area schedule, the Public Information 
Subcommittee has taken birthdays out of the schedule.  As for using bigger paper, 
Wayne said that in his opinion, it’s just too big.  He asked those people who voted to 
put the meetings back in the schedule to attend the PI Subcommittee meeting.  

Because of the new NA literature, the Public Relations Handbook, Wayne suggested 
that Outreach, Public Information, and Hotline be combined to form a blanket 
committee called public relations.  He suggested that the new GSR Orientation be 
held at this subcommittee meeting.   Wayne said he will be putting together a 
motion.  Also, Troy has been appointed the new Outreach Committee Chair.  

Subcommittees and Regional Issues
Activities
     Eric opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the serenity 
prayer. Ron read 12 Traditions; Soma read the 11th concept; Frank read the 
Decorum Statement. There was no first time or Second time visitors. The Chair 
reported to the committee then called for reports from the Treasurer, RCM, Calendar 
Coordinator, Flyer Coordinator, Reminder Coordinator, Gratitude Coordinator, 
Storage Coordinator, Newcomer Coordinator, Fundraising Coordinator and 
Archivist. Quorum was met; we had 13 voting members attending. In unfinished 
business the event form review was tabled until next month. The Chair then turned 
the meeting over to the Vice-Chair for Future, Ongoing, and Past Events.
     In Future & Ongoing Events we have Beverly Beach has started Ad-hoc which 
will be held the second Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. at Holgate Library. 
Bowling had 47 people in attendance. Fort Stevens Campout still has sites available. 
Unity in the Streets Ad-hoc will start in January. The meeting was then turned back 
to the Chair for new business.
     Eric added that if no one steps up to take over Government Island, that event 
won’t happen next year.
     In new business nominations are in February with elections in March and there 
will be a lot of positions open in Activities.  The committee decided to put out a flyer 
to inform the fellowship. 
The meeting closed at 4:45pm                                                                            
                                                     
                                                       Thank you
                                               Your trusted Servant
                                                       Eric P
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Literature
No report

Outreach – Troy J.
Outreach is going to be joining the Public Relations Committee as soon as it is 
formed.  I am almost done with a list of groups that are not attending this area.  I 
could use help in going to visit these groups.  Also, Troy said he is in the process of 
making new GSR handbooks.

Thank you, in service, Troy J.

Hospitals & Institutions – Misty M.
Total Commitments – 43
Missed – 8
Cancelled – 1
Number of addicts seen – 594

Misty reported that H&I lost Alpha House, because they can’t make people go to 
meetings.  It’s a religious thing, she said. 

Hotline – Lynda, Hotline Chair
     Hotline met December 16 at 5:45 p.m.  The meeting opened with a moment of 
silence followed by the reading of the 12 Traditions.  Eight people were in 
attendance.  All shifts are currently covered and have a waiting list of men and 
women willing to do service.  We are in the works of rewriting our bylaws to include 
that a subcommittee member needs to attend at least one business meeting every 
three months; or they will have to give up their shift.  It is very important to have 
shift workers at our business meeting.  We will also be adding a clean time 
requirement of 90 days instead of six months.  We spent $24.49 for the month of 
December.  The meeting closed at 6:45. 

Thank you, in gratitude and service, Lynda A.
 

Public Information
No report submitted to secretary.

Regional Committee Member – Steve
      Steve said that region will be releasing Conference Agenda Reports (CAR 
Reports) soon.  The Portland Area will have a workshop on that.  Steve asked for a 
raise of hands to determine how many CAR Reports will be needed at next month’s 
meeting.  

Alternate Regional Committee Member – Eric
      No report. 
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Open Forum
Mick, said there will be marathon meetings at Miracles from 7 p.m. Christmas Eve, 
through Christmas.  Also, Myron will be taking 12 years at Burnside Blues.

David, from New Journey, said his group withheld its donation to Area this month 
because of a motion that was passed last month.  We are considering moving to 
Greater Willamette Valley, he said.

Eric P, Activities Chair, said that Activities needs help.  Also, some West Linn 
meetings will be running 24 hours per day for the Holidays. 

Wayne, said that anyone interested in the continuation of the What’s Really Going 
On Annual Luau, should show up to the meeting.

Lynda, said that Unchained will meet on Wednesday instead of Monday just for the 
week of Christmas.

Melody, announced that she has T-shirts for sale to help support the Rising from the 
Flames Women’s Retreat.

Ron, said that he thinks a lot of people misunderstood the intention of a motion 
brought by his group last month.  To smooth relations with the Willamette Valley 
and Tualatin Valley areas, Ron said he drafted a letter to send to the other areas.  He 
would put in a motion to send it out.  

Linda R, announced the upcoming birthdays of Linda A (10 years) and Jackie J (32 
years).  Linda continued to speak about the Traditions.  The Traditions seem to get 
very lost, she said.  When any motion comes up, it’s important to see if it violates 
Traditions.  All these motions are causing disunity when we are supposed to be 
creating unity, she said.  All we’re doing is fighting and making personal attacks. 
There is a women’s group I go to, Linda said, and the GSR doesn’t want to come. 
Linda suggested that if a motion doesn’t pass the Tradition test, it should get ruled 
out of order.

Nanette announced that campsites are available for the Fort Stevens campout next 
July.  Sites are $55 and include water and electric at each campsite.

Mary, Late Night Recovery, said she is trying not to be redundant.  She apologized 
for breaking with decorum last month.  She spoke about how Robert’s Rules were 
created to help groups conduct meetings.  She continued to say that she believes that 
a motion in November was a violation of Traditions.  “It should never have been 
voted on, or gone back to the groups,” she said.

Bill said he felt a little hurt last month.  And, said his group was incredibly upset and 
is talking about going to another area.  Bill suggested that every motion should be 
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tied to what tradition it is linked to.  He said his group is still debating whether to 
support the Portland Area.  

Paul, PASC Chair, said that all the groups had an opportunity to vote on motions 
brought to the PASC.  “I’m not here to police the motions.,” Paul said.

Mick, Hour of Power, said the motion passed last month for simplicity - for 
keeping the Portland Area simple, he said.  This is to step away from something very 
confusing.  As for making sure that motions uphold the Traditions, Mick said he 
doesn’t see how you can do that.  The Traditions are up to interpretation.  That’s 
what we do when we take things back to the groups, Mick said. We see how the 
traditions apply.  

Wayne, PASC Vice-Chair, said this has caused a lot of problems with our area. 
This is not just a simple little problem.  The solution is not to take your ball and go 
home.  Participate and be part of the solution.  We need to take a couple of steps 
back and take a chill pill.  We can always write more motions later.  

Ron, PASC Treasurer, read from page 123 in It Works, How and Why.
“The traditions portion of It Works: How and Why serves as a 

resource for NA groups and individual member.  The book seeks to explore  
the spiritual principles within the traditions, engage members with the spirit – 
not the law – of the traditions, and provide a basis for through and discussion  
about the traditions.  This portion of the book is not meant to fulfill every need 
for every group of every member; rather, it is for local interpretation of the  
practical application of the principles contained in the traditions.”

Ron continued to say that there is no violation of our Traditions.  The groups are 
doing what they are supposed to be doing.

Pam, from What’s Really Going On, said that personalities seem to come before 
principles.  This is a learning experience for all of us.  We all have a part in this.  We 
need to stop looking at the personalities and start looking at principles.  

Chair Report- Paul J. - 
The CAR Report is coming down to us from the World level.  It is a thick report. 
Paul encouraged GSRs to go to the Pacific Cascade Regional Assembly in Salem on 
January 19th and 20th.  The event is hosted by the Mid-Willamette Valley Area 
Service Committee.  It will be held at The Black Bear Inn Best Western Motel & 
Conference Center, located at 1600 Motor Court NE in Salem.  

Paul shared his experience of going when he was a GSR.  “It was awesome,” he 
said.  He hoped that GSRs will go to this meeting, then come back to the Portland 
Area with information to share.  We will distribute copies of the CAR Report at the 
PASC in February.  We will hold a workshop in March.  Any addict who wants to 
have a vote will get that opportunity.  Portland’s vote will be carried by our 
representatives to Region in  April.  
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Mary E, Late Night Recovery, reminded everyone that the PASC has a line item set 
aside to cover expenses to print copies of the CAR report. 

As for housekeeping issues, Paul asked everyone to be respectful to the meeting 
place; pick up your garbage and carry your dirty coffee cups upstairs.  There is no 
mail call because the mail was not picked up.  The Shirts for Books project is 
coming to a close.  Paul said he returned the $500 seed money and made a $400 
profit to purchase books for H&I.  

Doug asked Paul what is in the CAR Report.

Paul said that the new edition of the Basic Text is up for review.  It is also available 
online at NA.org

GSR Social
Mary, from Late Night Recovery, said she has made plans to hold the GSR Social on 
Saturday, January 12.  Mary said she hoped that everyone would have a chance to 
discuss matters affecting the Portland Area, including discussion of the Area 
Planning Tool.  

Wayne, PASC Vice Chair, said that the Area would have a facilitator to help walk us 
through the Area Planning Tool.

Mary said she was also hoping to air some concerns about Metro.

Paul took a straw poll as to who wanted to Social to be held at New Journey’s 
hosting church or at Flying Pie Pizzeria.  GSRs voted 20 in favor of Flying Pie and 9 
in favor of the church.  

Rose City Metro Report – David P
     See Attached.

Unfinished Business
Motion #44, submitted by Activities and seconded by What it Is.

Motion:  To set up a line item account in the Activities budget of $1,000 for 
the End of the Year Dance. 
Purpose of Motion:  To set up line item account in activities budget for this 
ongoing, yearly event.
.

Motion #44 Passes: 2 Against 5 Abstentions 15 In Favor

New Business
 (The PASC requests groups to discuss the following motions (in red) and be ready 
to vote on these matters at next month’s PASC.) 
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Motion #45, submitted by Mary E, and seconded by Marcus.
Motion:  Add to PASC bylaws, Section Seven, Article II, Additional Officers 

– Listed first before “Ad hoc subcommittee chairs.”  To create and define new 
positions to serve the PASC to be know as “Metro Service Representatives, positions 
I and II.  To carry one vote at the metro level.  Suggested clean time, three years. 
Suggested length of commitment for each position – one year, not to exceed two 
consecutive years.
Purpose of Motion:  To create a permanent and defined position to represent the 
PASC at the Metro Committee meeting.  To act as a liaison to conduct information 
between the MSC and the PASC.  To demonstrate the Portland Area’s commitment 
to unity by supporting the MSC.

This motion was tabled in November; after a challenge overruled the Chair.  Paul, 
PASC Chair, said that this body voted to hear this motion.

Discussion:
Mary, Late Night Recovery, said she would like to have a person, a position, to go to 
the Metro meeting.  This would open a line of communication.  There is a lot of fear 
about this Metro thing.  We won’t know what is going on unless we have a 
representative there. I am in no way, shape of form, a representative for this area.  I 
appreciate the opportunity to have this motion heard.  Mary said she is in favor of 
this motion, simply to be represented at Metro.

Troy, Back to Basics, said that he feels that, if this group has already stated that it 
has withdrawn from all participation in the Metro, we need not make position in our 
bylaws to represent us there.

Doug, said that Motion #42 was conditional on the other metropolitan Areas having 
their subcommittees in place.  Doug is in favor of having someone there.  We could 
just wait around for the phone call, or we can observe their process. 

Mick, Hour of Power, said he is against the motion.  I don’t think should create 
positions in our bylaws.  Portland Area is conducting business with its 
subcommittees.  The Areas in Oregon are supposed to have their own 
subcommittees.  The Metro is coming in here in violation of the 9th Tradition and 
trying to govern our Area.

David, New Journey, said he did not have a defined position for his position with 
Metro; so he says he worked in this nebulous area, in trying to serve the Portland 
Area… Metro has never put one motion before this body.  Yet, motion after motion, 
this body was almost held under siege.  The Metro is not a body that will do 
anything but what the three areas tell it to do.  
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Anne, Learning to Live, said our Area set up a workshop to inform and discuss the 
Metro.  Representatives of the Metro did not show up.

Motion #45 is sent back to the groups for a vote. 

Motion #47, submitted by Clean Freaks, ruled out of order.
Motion:  That Portland Area H&I pull out of Clackamas and Washington 
County commitments.
Purpose of Motion:  To give opportunity for the Greater Willamette Valley 
Area and the Tualatin Valley Area to comply with Motion #42 (Have H&I 
etc., established).

Motion #48, EMERGENCY MONEY MOTION, submitted by H&I and seconded 
by Back to Basics.
 Motion:  $109.12 for literature.

Purpose of Motion:  To replenish one month of literature supply for H&I

Discussion:

Nanette, from H&I, said the subcommittee is out of stuff.  Our Treasurer didn’t 
understand that the subcommittee has $125 per expenses and $250 for literature. 
H&Is literature is depleted.

Motion #48 passes by general consent (no abstentions and no against)

Motion #49, submitted by Find the Way and seconded by One Promise, Many Gifts
Motion:  All motions submitted to the PASC will be reviewed by the PASC 
to see if the motion is not in violation of our 12 Traditions.  Motions that do 
not meet these requirements will be ruled “out of order.”
Purpose of Motion:  To insure we are following the guidelines of the 12 
Traditions.

Chair ruled motion Out of Order, as this is already in the PASC Bylaws.

The ruling was challenged
The challenge failed: 5 in favor 9 against 3 abstentions

Motion #50, submitted by Paul J, and seconded by Back to Basics
Motion:  To ratify the 2008 PASC Budget (see attached)
Purpose of Motion:  To be in accordance with PASC Bylaws

Motion #50 is sent back the groups for a vote.

Motion #51, submitted by Paul J, and seconded by Back to Basics.
Motion:  To ratify changes made to the PASC Bylaws in 2007 (see attached)
Purpose of Motion:  To be in accordance with PASC Bylaws.

- 8 -



Motion $51 is sent back to the groups for a vote

Motion #52, submitted by Late Night Recovery, and seconded by Southeast Serenity
Motion:  To rescind Motion #42 because of frivolity.
Purpose of Motion:  The Portland Area is autonomous in their decision to 
participate in the Metro or not.  We cannot dictate to other groups what they 
should and shouldn’t do.

Discussion:

Mary, Late Night Recovery, said she believes that Motion #42 was retaliatory.  We 
can agree to participate or not participate without a motion.  Why do we have to say 
we aren’t participating?  That’s in the negative.  Motion #42 has no purpose for us as 
an Area.

Maggie, a member of H&I, hypothesized that if this was to pass, then H&I would 
“get dumped” back over to Metro.  Therefore we would be getting our money from 
Metro and Metro has no money.

Anne, Learning to Live, said we aren’t trying to dictate to anybody what they should 
do.  We have gone over and over and over this.  If its causing this much dissention, 
maybe we shouldn’t be involved.

Doug, Clean Freaks, feared that Motion #42 would end with the dismantling of our 
H&I Subcommittee, with other Areas taking over some of the institutions.  

Motion #52 is sent back to the groups for a vote.

Motion #53, submitted by Ron C  Motion died for lack of a second.
Motion:  That the PASC approve the letter Ron C presented for distribution 
to the Greater Willamette Area and the Tualatin Valley Area
Purpose of Motion:  To extend our appreciation and respect to these other 
Areas.

Motion # 54, EMERGENCY MONEY MOTION, submitted by Mary E, GSR 
Social ad hoc Chair, and seconded by Clean Freaks

Motion: To approve a budget above $50 but not to exceed $150, including 
gratuity, to provide pizza to those attending the GSR Open Forum Social and 
Area Planning Tool meeting.  We will also accept donations the day of the 
event to offset the expense of the food.
Purpose of Motion:  To provide funds for event to be held in a timely manner 
so the event can take place.

Motion #54 passes: 2 against         13 in favor 3 abstentions
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Motion # 55, EMERGENCY MONEY MOTION, submitted by PASC Treasurer 
and seconded by Back to Basics

Motion: To allot $125 to the Outreach Sub-Committee, that will replace lost 
funds.
Purpose of Motion:  To give Outreach a working allotment to purchase 
supplies.

Motion #55 passes: 1 against         15 in favor 1 abstentions

The meeting closed at 5 p.m.
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