Portland Area Chair Report

Hello,









May 31, 2008

Thank you for your participation in our Area meeting. Last month I mentioned in my report that we encourage GSRs to show up with a current copy of the Portland Area Service Committee by-laws, and A Guide to Local Services, and a Twelve Concepts of Service booklet. I also mentioned our Portland Area Outreach Handbook is also helpful. I wanted to mention this again to encourage all GSRs, and Alternates, so that everyone can understand where the information we go by is coming from. This will also help provide answers to questions on what’s happening here, and clarify information for those of us who don’t understand something, etc. 

When making motions it is helpful to take them to the sub-committees that they will affect. This will encourage communication between members and will promote a better atmosphere at our Area meeting. Along those same lines, it is also helpful to take motions to your group and discuss them in your business meeting before bringing them to the Area meeting, whenever possible. In this way many of the issues can be resolved at group level beforehand. Not to mention other possible solutions and new ideas that the GSR can bring to the Area meeting.

This month, we will form an ad hoc committee to help finish our Area Inventory. This would have happened last month, however, a motion to close was made and passed before we got there. The ad hoc committee will include compiling all the information we have received from the groups and the GSR workshops that we have had, as well as make suggestions in the direction we need to go and areas that need to be addressed.

One last item I wanted to mention is that I would like to encourage all those who participate in our Area meetings to take the time to read in “A Guide to Local Services” pages 45 through 65. It won’t take that long to read and it will be very informative for those who participate in our Area meeting—old or new. If you don’t have a copy of the book, click on this link:

http://na.org/pdf/GLS_2005.pdf
Again, thank you for your participation and in keeping our Area meeting respectful and spiritual as stated in our decorum statement in our by-laws. 

Thank you for allowing me to be of service.

Wayne C.

PASC Vice Chair Report

2008-05-31

I am aware that the Portland Area is in a state of flux and that our goals are not clearly defined. I understand that we are all just humans with the disease of addiction who want to learn how to heal and to help others who suffer.  I am in a position which requires that I attend and observe various sub-committee meetings, and assist in any way possible the body of that sub-committee if needed. I have not attended every sub-committee meeting this month, and as I recall, last month at this meeting I had stated attendance of all of the sub-committee meetings as one of my goals. I am not able to say with any degree of certainty that there will be a month that goes by without one commitment conflicting with another at some point, though I will do my best to fulfill my    obligations to the Portland Area. 

As individuals we have problems, so it is a given that when we get together in groups there are going to be problems, whether it be home groups or sub-committees and now we bring all of the above into this group, and we still have problems. At this level our problems may even be more condensed, refined or honed depending on how you would choose to view it. 

With all of that said, I get to the point; 
I don’t think it is my job to report to the PASC and in turn to the groups how our sub-committees are doing. It is the responsibility of each sub-committee chair to report to this body what is going on with their sub-committees. If all that the sub-committee chair does is read the minutes from their business meeting and then give all the statistical information regarding finances or numbers of people attending or served, then the Portland Area really has no idea of what the problems or solutions the trusted servant or body has decided on are. I realize that each trusted servant is given the authority to make decisions and to carry out the responsibilities that they are charged with. I am only stating that a more open and informative line of communication with the groups certainly could not hurt. I know that there are some issues with H&I and I have confidence in the ability of the chair and the panel chairs to find the appropriate solution.  I didn’t attend the PI/ PR meeting this month, though I am aware that there are some kinks to work out there as well. If I received an e-mail regarding an issue, it is being talked about and communication is the second most important aspect of problem solving. I am going to attempt to attend the Activities sub-committee meeting in June. It is early in the month which makes sense for Activities, I have had conflicting commitments in the past. I am hoping that between some open communication and some open-mindedness that some solutions can be discussed without anger and ego getting in the way. I am looking forward to the formation of the Area Inventory Committee. I am interested in what the groups need, and how they feel we could help them. I am hopeful that the overall reaction of the PASC will be positive and that defensiveness and ego don’t keep us stuck. 90% of problem solving is admitting there is one, from there it doesn’t have to get complicated though that is an option. Together we can heal and grow.
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to be of service and I thank you for your support and your patience.

Travis B.
Activities Report

For May 4, 2008

880 SE 80th @ 2:07pm

Gene opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Alicia read the 12 Traditions, Toni read the 5th Concept, and Lynnea read the Decorum Statement. There were 2 first time visitors and 3 second time visitors. The Chair reported to the committee and then called for reports from the Treasurer and RCM. Quorum was met; 16 members present. Toni O. was nominated as Treasurer, Alicia was appointed as interim Secretary.

In Future and Ongoing Events: All summer events are going great at this time. Multnomah Falls Hike will be held June 14th. The Fort Stevens Campout fundraiser was a success. There are 7 campsites available. Beverly Beach fundraiser had a loss of $116.26 and sold 36 campsites. The Unity in the Streets t-shirts are available. The annual NA Tube Float will be held on Saturday, July 5th. Government Island will be held September 5 – 7th.

Thank you

In trusted service,


Gene L.

H & I Chair Report/ May 2008

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Beginning balance:  70.00, checks written:  87.72, 

deposits:  55.00, ending balance:  37.28.

· Treasurer asked panel chairs of Clearance facilities how the glossy books were being received.  Panel chairs would like to see a few glossy books, a majority of little white books, and would like to have the pamphlets back.

*****  6 first time people, with 3 giving verbal commitments and becoming active members.

*****# of commitments 59- 8 missed- 0 cancelled- 964 people seen!!!!!
OLD BUSINESS:  Coffee Creek was recently visited by Lawrence Johnson and Denise DeVoe.  They met Tamara Blair to discuss the recent problems that H&I was having with getting our members into the facility.   They resolved the issues at hand and meetings will again start happening with Vi as panel chair. 

 NEW BUSINESS:  Tualitin Valley NA has started an H&I sub-committee.  Lawrence J. attended their meeting on May 28th to show support and offered direction from Portland Area H&I.  He will be helping them with the writing of their ByLaws and sub-committee set-up.

· Discussed requesting check from area for $480.00 in order to buy books for H&I facilities.  This is money that has already been set aside, made by a fundraiser T-shirt sale earlier this year.

· Discussed panel chairs again researching the specific needs of their facilities and requesting books based on those needs.

· Debra White from the Salem area attended H&I in order to give back the message of Narcotics Anonymous.  There currently is no H&I in Salem.  She was warmly welcomed.

MOTIONS:

1.)   To decrease the glossy books down to 25%, white books to 75%, and re-

edition of pamphlets into clearance facilities. PASSED.
2.)  To give the panel chair of Hooper NA books to take into the facility for them to keep 

there.  PASSED.

3.)  To amend our By Laws to read that if the Panel Chairs do not give reminder calls and

 a member then misses a commitment because of that, the member should not be

 suspended.  NOT PASSED.  4 for/ 10 against/ 5 abstain.
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Hotline Report
May 31, 2008

Our meeting was held last Sunday, May 25th at Round Table Pizza in conjunction with Public Information.  We had 13 members in attendance. We currently have 3 open shifts. Monday, 9pm-Tuesday 6am, Tuesday 11pm – Wednesday 7am, and Saturday 12am – Saturday 7am.   We welcomed three new hotline workers, Steve S., Matt J., and Paul S. to the subcommittee, and thanked Jim B. for his long time service work and for finding some to replace his shift as he resigned.  
We discussed 12 step calls in length and the importance of keeping themselves safe.  The committee also discussed doing a fundraiser to offset the cost of answering service to the Portland Area.  More will be revealed.
Our next meeting will be June 22, 2008 at 4:00 pm at Round Table Pizza.
Yours in service,
Linda R. 
Vice Chair Hotline Subcommittee
Outreach Report – May 2008

by Troy J.
Hello Area, my name is Troy.  I am an addict.  This month, Outreach formed an ad-hoc committee to go over its bylaws.  We had an Outreach member, Frank, visit the meeting DreamCatchers in St. Helens and asked them to come back to Area.  Frank is going to be taking literature to them in the coming month.  Michele V was nominated and elected as Outreach secretary.  Jeff has agreed to be the Outreach liason to the Public Relations Subcommittee.

We welcomed nine new GSRs this month:

· Darrell W

· Jimmy T

· Michele V

· Karen S

· Steve D

· Mark and Kacy

· David B

· Steve J

· Kevin J

Outreach will be making 50 copies of new GSR Handbooks for Area next month.  They have been updated as of last month.

Thank you for allowing me to be of service, 

Troy J

Portland Area Public Relations Report

5/31/2008
This month we had a combined meeting with Hotline sub-committee. Our goal was to promote unity, increase communication, share resources and find a new place for our meeting. It was very positive for both PI and Hotline. We need to work together to build relationships that help to carry the message of recovery to the public and addict in Narcotics Anonymous.
We have submitted the Public Information by-laws, and have entered a motion to get them approved by the Area. They were tabled until next month due to the name change reflected in the format. We will be submitting a motion to change the name from Public Information subcommittee to Public Relations subcommittee.
We are having trouble filling all our open positions and are currently looking for some people who can be of service. Currently we have openings for Alt. Webhost, Vice Chair, Mailing Coordinator, & Flyer Coordinator. Please spread the word for addicts who are willing to help.
Andrea C. has been officially voted in as the webhost for www.portlandna.com.
Our web team has been reduced to one person as Jim K. has resigned as Alternate Web host. Andrea C. is doing a great job, but we are still looking for people with web skills to help. Please contact Andrea at webhost@portlandna.com. 
We have set up a new page for posting flyers presented to the website, but the personal phone numbers must be removed per our web guidelines. The website was having some down time, but it is up and running again. A calendar for the PASC business meetings for the whole year has been added to the PASC page. A new area web page was posted as Lane County Area, to update the name change for the Eugene Area of Narcotics Anonymous. 
We have an exciting new opportunity to give a NA presentation to the Springdale Job Corps in Troutdale on Friday June 20th. Arrangements have been made with Carl Bertram to send a 3-4-person panel for this assembly of approx. 100 young adults from 16-26 yrs old.
We need to start planning for at least 4-5 Booth sitting commitments at Saturday Market and for Unity in the Streets. I have converted the printed Booth Sitting Guidelines and emailed them to a NA member in Eugene for an aid to help out Public Relations in Springdale, Oregon.
Our expenses from the Presentation workshop, rent, copies and other business costs left us a balance of $8.72 for the month.
The PI Committee has moved to the same place and time as the Hotline Committee meeting starting in May. Our next meeting will be on June 22nd, at 4:00 p.m., located at Round Table Pizza on the corner of Foster Rd. & Holgate Blvd. (6250 SE Foster Rd).
Steve G.

PR Chairperson

RCM Report to the PASC

5/28/08

Greetings to the PASC. I will not be in attendance at this month’s PASC but I am submitting this brief report to be read and for inclusion in the minutes.

I apologize for my absence today but I am in San Francisco preparing to leave tomorrow on the AIDS LifeCycle 7 bicycle ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles. Please send your positive energy, I will need it. This is a seven day 545 mile ride to raise money for AIDS research and assistance to those living with AIDS. 

I will be at the June PASC meeting. 

The bylaws Ad-Hoc will be meeting at an undetermined date in the middle of June to begin our work on revising the by-laws. Thanks to the members who expressed their willingness to participate on this work group.

I am attaching the Pacific Cascade Regional Service committee proposed budget for 2008. We will be voting on accepting this budget in June. While it will look like a lot of money, this budget is within a few hundred dollars of the actual budget from 2007 and is in my opinion a cautious and conservative budget. As in all budgeting it is intended as a plan for the 2008 spending and contingent on donations from the areas and events in the region to actually fund it.

As soon as the minutes are posted form the last Regional meeting I will forward any motions for our decision in June.

Yours in Service,

Michael McD

